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AT THE OPENING of the new year Philip D. Reed (left) will become chairman and 
Charles E. Wilson president of General Electric Co., succeeding Owen D. Young, 
who becomes honorary chairman, and Gerard Swope, honorary president. 
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AND THERE MUST BE A RESULT 


HERE zs a reason why Contractor E. F. 
W ood 


months. One reason is just this: ‘These homes 


of St. Louis sold 1g houses in 8 


are all-electric. 


And there must be a result when the G-E 
Home bureau, by means of its extensive pro- 
motional campaigns, tells o‘4er builders of the 
success of Contractor Wood. And when, by 
means of its architectural engineering services, 


it helps builders create these self-selling homes. 


The inevitable result is that more and 


GENERAL 


more 


all-electric homes are built—and added to your 
lines. New owners, starting a new life in a home 
of their own, are becoming not merely full-use 


5 


customers of yours, but permanent full-use 


customers. 


This is how the work of the G-E Home bureau, 
whose sole purpose is to promote electrical 
living for homes of every size, is adding 1m 
portant pay-load to your lines. ‘Vhis work 8 


vet trom 


one more ot the extra services you y 


General Electric. 
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Reed and Wilson Named 


to Head General Electric 


Young and Swope to retire as chairman and president on January I 
to accept honorary positions — New executives view new year 
with great deal of optimism and see industrial expansion 


Complying with the wishes of two 
of America’s leading industrialists 
whose influence has been widely felt 
beyond the limits of their own business, 
directors of General Electric Co. last 
week elected Owen D. Young honorary 
chairman and Gerard Swope honorary 
president, to be succeeded by Philip D. 
Reed, chairman, and Charles E. Wilson, 
president, effective January 1, 1940. 

Surrendering their present active 
positions, Mr. Young and Mr. Swope 
told the directors that “when we took 
ofice on May 16, 1922, we indicated 
our view that it would contribute to 
the morale and effectiveness of the or- 
ganization if as a general rule men in 
important administrative positions 
would consider retirement when they 
reached the age of 65. Having adopted 
that policy during our administration, 
we now apply it to ourselves.” 


Younger Men Available 


They pointed out that the action was 
taken with no reservation, because there 
are younger men whose experience and 
capacity have been demonstrated and 
who are now available for those offices. 

The two younger men, who are to 
take over the guidance of one of the 
country’s largest and most important 
industrial concerns, have records of 
outstanding service. Since December, 
1937, Mr. Reed has been assistant to 
the president and Mr. Wilson executive 
vice-president. 

In taking over the new duties, Mr. 


Wilson said he saw a substantial in- 
crease in business and looked for- 
ward to the new year with a great 
deal of optimism. Mr. Reed concurred 
in this view as he cited the rapid rise 
in orders since early fall and the pros- 
pects of continued expansion of indus- 
trial activity, especially in the electric 


utility field. 
Joined G. E. in 1926 


Born in Milwaukee, Wis., November 
16, 1899, Mr. Reed joined General 
Electric in its law department in 1926, 
one day before his 27th birthday. He 
received his engineering degree from 
the University of Wisconsin in 1921 and 
his doctor of laws from Fordham Uni- 
versity in 1925. 

In 1922 Mr. Reed was vice-presi- 
dent and patent counsel for the Van 
Heusen Products Co. of New York. 
Before that he was patent solicitor for 
Pennie, Davis, Marvin & Edmonds of 
New York and patent attorney for J. M. 
Van Heusen of Boston. 

He entered General Electric in 1926 
as assistant to Vice-President C. W. 
Appleton in the law department. In 
1928 he was transferred to the incan- 
descent lamp department, and from 
July 1, 1934, until his appointment 
as assistant to the president in De- 
cember, 1937, he was general counsel 
for the lamp department. He is a mem- 
ber of Tau Beta Pi, honorary engi- 
neering society; director of Bankers 
Trust Co., General Electric, Locke In- 
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sulator Corp., General Electric Con- 
tracts Corp., Houses, Inc., Electrical 
Securities Corp. and the Federation 
Bank and Trust Co. of New York. 

Mr. Wilson began his business career 
as an office boy at the age of 13 and has 
been executive vice-president of Gen- 
eral Electric since December, 1937, a 
new position when he was appointed 
to it, after having been vice-president 
in charge of the appliance and mer- 
chandise department since 1930. 

Born in New York City on Novem- 
ber 18, 1886, Mr. Wilson began work 
in 1899 with Sprague Electric, a for- 
mer constituent of General Electric. 
Since then he has served in practically 
every function of the business and in 
many capacities. From office boy to 
shipping clerk, factory accountant, pro- 
duction manager, assistant superin- 
tendent of factory and sales manager, 
Mr. Wilson became assistant general 
superintendent of the Maspeth, L. L., 
and New Kensington, Pa., works. in 
1918, the year after transfer of the con- 
duit business from Sprague to General 
Electric. 


Wide Experience 


In 1923 he went to Bridgeport as 
managing engineer in charge of the 
conduit and wire business, and two 
years later he was appointed assistant 
manager of the Bridgeport works. In 
June, 1928, he became assistant to the 
vice-president in charge of the mer- 
chandise department and in 1930 be- 
came manager of the merchandise de- 
partment in charge of engineering, 
manufacturing and sales. In December 
of the same year he was elected a vice- 
president and by 1935 Mr. Wilson was 
directing all appliance activities of the 
company. 

Mr. Wilson is board chairman of 
General Electric Contracts Corp., di- 
rector of General Electric, Monowatt 
Electric Corp., Electric Vacuum Cleaner 
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Co., Houses, Inc., Edison General Elec- 
tric Appliance Co., Inc., Trumbull Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Co. and General 
Electric Supply Corp. 


Outstanding Career 


The career of Mr. Young is one 
studded with outstanding achievements 
in many fields. A native of Van Hornes- 
ville, N. Y., where he was born Octo- 
ber 27, 1874, Mr. Young joined General 
Electric as general counsel on January 
1, 1913, and also vice-president in 
charge of policy. He organized Radio 
Corporation of America, served on the 
Reparations Commission in Paris in 
1923 and has taken an active part in 
national and international affairs. 

Mr. Swope was born in St. Louis, 
Mo., December 1, 1872, and started 
with General Electric as a helper at 
$1 a day in the Chicago service shop. 
He was graduated with an electrical 
engineering degree in 1895 from Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technology and 
returned to Chicago in the shops of 
Western Electric Co. He became presi- 
dent of General Electric in May, 1922. 


Cleveland Electric Lets 
Orders for New Plant 


Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
has awarded contracts for a major part 
of the heavy equipment to be installed 
in the new power plant which is being 
constructed at a total cost of $6,300,000 
and is scheduled for completion early 
in 1941. 

General Electric Co. was awarded 
contract for a 60,000-kw. turbo-gen- 
erator, Worthington Pump & Machinery 
Co. will supply condensers, Link Belt 
Co. the intake screens, Babcock & Wil- 
cox the boilers, Pittsburgh Pipe & 
Equipment Co. the pipes and valves, 
Combustion Engineering Co. the pul- 
verized fuel equipment and American 
Bridge Co. will provide 5,000 tons of 
structural steel. 
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McGraw Award Goes 
to Harold E. Meade 


For his contributions toward ad- 
vancement of co-operation in the elec- 
trical field, Harold E. Meade, recently 
appointed vice-president of New Or- 
leans Public Service, Inc., was hon- 
ored last week at a banquet at which 
he was awarded the James H. McGraw 
Award “1939 Medal for Co-operation.” 

In accepting the medal from Earl 
Whitehorne, editor of Electrical Con- 
tracting, Mr. Meade said that “I know 
of no other industry which has made 
so great a contribution toward making 
the lives of American people brighter 
than the electrical industry as a whole.” 


Niagara Hearing Deferred 


Public hearing before the SEC on 
the declaration of Niagara Hudson 
Power Corp. regarding the issuance of 
$3,750,000 of 3% per cent unsecured 
notes maturing from 1941 to 1948, in- 
clusive, has been postponed to Novem- 
ber 28. The hearing was originally 
scheduled for November 27. 
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McGRAW AWARD—General view of the 
members of the electrical industry of New 
Orleans present at the dinner meeting at 
which Earl Whitehorne (right) presented 
the James H. McGraw Medal for Co- 
operation tc Harold E. Meade 


Wisconsin Utilities 
Ahead on Building 


A survey among utility executives 
attending the recent meeting of the elec- 
tric section of the Wisconsin Utilities 
Association in Milwaukee revealed 
plans for one of the largest plant 
and improvement programs in ten years 
in the state. Orders totaling $8,000,000 
for buildings and equipment have been 
let and budgets in the making will 
total approximately $9,000,000 addi- 
tional. 

Among the larger projects are a 
$4,137,000 addition to one of the Mil- 
waukee plants of Wisconsin Electric 
Power and $1,500,000 for improvements 
to the company’s West Allis property, 
$2,000,000 for a 30,000-kw. unit at the 
Sheboygan plant of Wisconsin Power & 
Light, and Northern States Power, a 
new steam plant at LaCrosse to cost 
$1,500,000 and a new transmission line 
by the same company from Menominee 
to Red Wing, Minn. 

A. F. Herwig, executive secretary of 
the association, stated that “expansion 
is being undertaken now not alone to 
keep ahead of increased demand for 
power but to prepare for possible 
rapid expansion of industry in the 
event of military need.” 


Buys Utilities Facilities 


Fayetteville, Tenn., has reached an 
agreement. for the purchase of the re- 
maining holdings of Tennessee Electric 
Power Co. in the community for $18. 
400. The purchase includes lines and 
distribution system. 
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New Peak Load Capacity 


Justifies 275-Lb. Turbine 


Kansas City Power & Light replaces existing units in Northeast sta- 


tion with larger and more efficient one of same pressure — Plan 
proves most economical — Will meet summer peak 


Of the several schemes considered 
by Kansas City Power & Light Co. for 
increasing the generating capacity of 
the system to meet the actual and an- 
ticipated load growth, that plan which 
involved replacing of existing 275-lb. 
units in Northeast station with larger 
and more efficient units of the same 
pressure proved by far the most eco- 
nomical, according to J. A. Keeth, 
manager of power production. 

Mr. Keeth said that a number of 
conditions peculiar to this station made 
the plan attractive, where in some 
other plants additional low-pressure 
generating equipment could not be 
justified in the face of higher econ- 
omies accompanying higher pressure 
and temperatures. 


Expands Plant 


Especial interest centers in the work 
now being undertaken by the Missouri 
utility at the Northeast station, which 
first went into service in 1919 as a 
275-lb., 650-deg. F. plant, containing 
two 23,000-kw. units and six boilers. 
The plant was extended from time to 
time, continuing the same pressure and 
temperature until it contained three 
23,000-kw. units and two 30,000-kw. 
units. Twelve boilers had been installed 
by this time. 

Two topping units—10,000 and 15,- 
000 kw.—were added to the plant and 
these superpositions released several 
275-lb. boilers which were still in good 
condition. and operating practically as 
standby. It seemed logical to acquire 
additional turbine capacity to utilize 
this low-pressure steam generating ca- 
pacity for peak purposes and short 
duration loading. Studies of the plant 
situation showed such provision would 
improve the normal base load economy 
of the station, particularly by shifting 
extraction for condensate reheat to the 
new low-pressure turbine. 

As a result of these studies a 35,000- 
kw. unit for 275-lb. operation has been 
ordered for availability on the 1940 
summer peak. Since the installation of 
this new unit involves the removal of 
an old unit, Mr. Keeth said that it is 
important that the new unit be installed 
and ready for the new peak next sum- 
mer, Plans are to start removing the 
present No. 1 unit about December 15, 
so that the foundation and all pre- 
liminary work may be ready by approx- 
imately April 1, at which time promise 
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of delivery of the unit has been made. 
Through this change 19,500-kw. maxi- 
mum capacity will be added to the 
system at a cost far less than would 
have existed under any other plan and 
at the same time a substantial im- 
provement in operating economy will 
be obtained. 


Bus Protection 


Kansas City Power & Light also has 
under way a rather extensive program 
of electrical improvements at Northeast 
station, to be followed later by similar 
improvements at Grand Avenue station. 
Complete bus protection is being in- 
stalled on the main 13.2-kv. bus and 
also the 550-volt and 2,300-volt buses, 
Mr. Keeth said. 

The 13.2-kv. oil switches are being 
modernized and all 550-volt oil switches 
are being replaced with air-break 
switches. Oil-filled station auxiliary 
transformers are being replaced with 
non-inflammable liquid-filled transform- 
ers for elimination of fire hazard. Old- 
style distribution switches with fuses 
are being replaced with air-break 
switches with overload protection. In 
addition to this, Mr. Keeth said, the 
entire switch house and operating room 
is being provided with a very effective 
system of forced and induced ventila- 
tion for normal removal of heat and 
for removal of smoke and fumes in case 


of fire. The various switch rooms will 
be segregated and all external building 
openings are being permanently closed 
with brick. 

Mr. Keeth said that this program has 
been under way for almost a year and 
will be completed early next year. Its 
completion will provide Northeast sta- 
tion with the most modern protection 
against extended or complete shut- 
downs resulting from electrical faults. 


Iowa Utility to Order 
Boiler and Turbine 


Constantly increasing demands for 
power have depleted the reserve of 
dependable capacity of Iowa Electric 
Light & Power Co. to the point where 
it is deemed advisable to take steps 
toward the procurement of additional 
equipment. 

An order has been placed with the 
Springfield Boiler Co. for an additional 
boiler unit substantially the same as 
the high-pressure unit recently installed 
at the Cedar Rapids station, and an 
additional turbine will also be pur- 
chased in the near future. 


Nebraska PWA Projects 


More than half the project applica- 
tions Nebraska communities sent to the 
PWA were for power and electric con- 
struction, regional PWA Director R. A. 
Radford reports in a survey of re- 
turned project applications. His study 
covering applications for 118 Nebraska 
projects costing $26,370,903 showed 63 
with a total estimated cost of $4,687,254 
were electrical projects, including 
transmission lines. 





SHOW WINDOW—New Jersey's Public Service Electric & Gas Co. used this attractive 
window display in a number of its branch offices to stimulate its merchandising activities 
during the National Washer and Ironer promotion 
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New Attack on Utilities 
Launched by Government 


TVA Director Lilienthal interrupts armistice by sharply criticising 
rural policy of Alabama Power — Willkie and Martin condemn 
assertions — Carmody cautions against Santee-Cooper fight 


A new attack against the electric 
utilities by the government which may 
have the effect of frightening investors 
and disrupting new _ construction 
budgets and plant expansion plans is 
the opinion prevailing in the industry 
as a result of the recent speeches by 
TVA Director David E. Lilienthal and 
Federal Works Administrator John M. 
Carmody. 

Mr. Lilienthal interrupted the 
armistice which has prevailed since the 
Commonwealth & Southern sold _ its 
Tennessee Electric Power Co. last 
August by sharply criticising the C.&S. 
subsidiaries in the South for failing 
to build rural power lines in the past. 
Mr. Lilienthal directed his remarks 
to a group of farmers in Lafayette, 
Ala., last Saturday at the dedication 
of the REA Tallapoosa River Electric 
Membership Corporation lines. 


Be on Guard 


Last Monday Mr. Carmody added 
fuel to the fire in remarks at the cere- 
monies beginning construction of the 
Pinopolis power house of the Santee- 
Cooper project financed by PWA. Mr. 
Carmody cautioned his audience to be 
on guard less the utilities “deprive 
South Carolina of the benefits of cheap 
power.” He said that “private utilities 
are tough fighters—and I know from 
personal experience. They fought PWA 
from one edge of the country to the 
other.” 

The attack of Mr. Lilienthal on Ala- 
bama Power Co., which he had singled 
out, was met with a sharp rebuke by 
Wendell L. Willkie, C.&S. president. 
Mr. Willkie charged Mr. Liiienthal with 
resorting to “utility baiting” that 
threatened to disrupt $1,000,000 of 
rural electrification projects in Ala- 
bama. 

Cites Program 


Citing the record of Alabama Power 
Co., Mr. Lilienthal said that “farm- 
ers could not depend upon the private 
utility industry to get service to them. 
In 1923 Alabama Power launched what 
it called a ‘program’ of rural electrifi- 
cation. Ten years later the state still 
had virtually no rural electrification 
... At the end of 1932 less than 5 per 
cent of Alabama’s 250,000 farmers had 
electric service.” 

Alabama Power’s president, Thomas 
W. Martin, countered Mr. Lilienthal’s 


remarks by pointing out that his com- 
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pany’s program, launched in 1923 be- 
fore adequate electrical equipment for 
farm use had been manufactured, had 
won for it the medal for the greatest 
achievement in this respect of any 
private utility in the country. 

“More than 7,000 miles of rural lines, 
costing approximately $10,000,000, 
have been built to serve more than 36,- 
000 customers,” Mr. Martin said. “All 
of these lines have been built without 
a single dollar donated by the federal 
government such as is given to REA and 
TVA, and all of these lines built by the 
company have been subject to taxation. 


Cease Unfair Attacks 


“It is apparent that Mr. Lilienthal 
is continuing the campaign of defama- 
tion of utilities which has rendered it 
impossible for utilities in the area of 
TVA to refinance or to raise new money 
for construction. If Mr. Lilienthal and 
others in similar positions would cease 
their unfair and untrue attacks upon 
these companies, the companies could 
spend additional millions of dollars in 
putting men back to work and make it 
unnecessary for the government to 
spend millions of dollars. which it is 
spending in developing useless federal 
power projects.” 

Mr. Lilienthal charged that the lack 
of progress, recorded before REA and 
TVA were created, “was not because 
the Alabama Power Co. or the other 
private power companies were in a 
difficult financial situation.” He said 
that in 1938 the company paid common 
stock dividends and in addition set 
aside a surplus of $3,500,000. “While 
the utilities enjoyed prosperity, even 
when other businesses drooped, South- 
ern farmers continued without a real 
electricity program.” 

Mr. Willkie said that Mr. Lilienthal 
had never discussed the Alabama proj- 
ect with him or any official of the Ala- 
bama Power Co. “Until we read his 
speech we did not even know that he 
assumed jurisdiction over such utility 
operations throughout the South and 
outside the TVA area.” 

Hope was expressed by Mr. Willkie 
that “we are not in for another period 
of utility baiting and attack. All must 
realize the importance of the national 
economy for the capital markets to be 
opened to the utilities, to the end that 
they may proceed with their projected 
building programs by which thousands 


of men can be put back to work.” 

Mr. Carmody said that the Santee- 
Cooper undertaking is destined to play 
an important role in the area. “Cheap 
power will provide a powerful impetus 
to industrial development,” he de- 
clared. He saw new industries, rather 
than transplanted ones, springing up 
in the area. 

In the Santee-Cooper power house 
will be installed four 40,000-hp. and 
one 13,300-hp. turbines. Provisions will 
be made for one additional 40,000-hp. 
unit, bringing the ultimate installed 
capacity to 163,200 kw. 


Georgia Utility Ordered 
to Cut Electric Rates 


Georgia Public Service Commission 
has issued a rule nisi to the Georgia 
Power & Light Co., Valdosta, to show 
cause why rates charged for electric 
service under all residential and com- 
mercial rate schedules should not be 
reduced. The order fixes a value of 
the company’s property, used and use- 
ful and for rate making purposes, of 
$2,900,000. 

The application of the new rate to 
a customer analysis discloses that 
based on the consumption for twelve 
months ended May 31, 1939, the total 
reduction in the residential class of 
service will amount to approximately 
$30,000 per annum; commercial con- 
sumers will save approximately $35,000. 


Seeks Ruling on Legal 
Status of Lewis PUD 


An opinion ordering Prosecutor R. 
L. Ponder to start proceedings to de- 
termine the legality of the Lewis public 
utility district was filed recently in the 
Lewis County Superior Court at Che- 
halis, Wash. The complaint asks the 
court to direct Mr. Ponder te start 
quo warranto proceedings for the pur- 
pose of establishing the legal status 
of the district, claiming the district is 
illegal because its boundaries include 
the city of Centralia, which operates all 
of the utilities authorized in the PUD 
law, and also that the election to de- 
ermine whether or not a district should 
be established was called by the county 
commissioners without first holding 4 
public hearing. 


Asks Rate Plea Dismissal 


City of Cleveland (Ohio) recently 
asked the Ohio Public Utilities Com- 
mission to dismiss the appeal of the 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. 
from a rate ordinance adopted Septem 
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ber 18, and to vacate an order accept- 
ing the company’s bond, contending 
that under the Ohio Constitution the 
city had sole authority to regulate elec- 
tric rates for service within its bound- 
aries, and further challenging as un- 
constitutional the statute empowering 
the utilities commission to set bond for 
the period the appeal was pending. 
The commission took the city’s request 
under advisement. 


Authorized to Construct 
107 Miles of Rural Lines 


Certificates authorizing construction 
and operation of 107.64 miles of rural 
electric line in fifteen counties have 
recently been granted to three electric 
utility companies by the Illinois Com- 
merce Commission. 

Companies and the mileages each is 
authorized to build are: Illinois Iowa 
Power Co., 3.92 miles; Public Service 
Co. of Northern Illinois, 13.70 miles, 
and Illinois Northern Utilities Co., 
90.02 miles. 


Engineers Examine 
Fluorescent Trends 


In the eighteen months that fluores- 
cent lamps have been on the market 
approximately 1,500,000 have been 
sold, according to D. W. Atwater, man- 
ager of commercial engineering de- 
partment, Westinghouse Lamp Division. 
This estimate of fluorescent lamp 
sales was made at the first meeting this 
year of the Illumination Group, Ameri- 
can Institute of Electrical Engineers, 
New York section, at the Bloomfield, 
N. J., plant of the lamp division. 

Commenting on trends and applica- 
tions of the new lamps, O. P. Cleaver 
said that 50,000 color-matching units 
for counter use are needed in stores 
today. Mr. Cleaver also demonstrated 
recent developments in _ fluorescent 
lighting, including a combination in- 
candescent and fluorescent show win- 
dow unit for plug-in use, “Louver- 
Glas” and other plastics for shading 
and housing the lighting units, an 
application of the Fresnel lens to 
fluorescent lighting, new paints de- 
veloped especially for use with fluores- 
cent lights, and a lighting scheme in- 
corporating fluorescent lighting and 
the new bubbled “Lucite.” 

Characteristics of the newer auxili- 
aries for the fluorescent lamps were 
described by R. G. Slauer, who also 
reviewed the principles of operation 
of the lamps. The latest lighting 
eqiupment offered by some 20 manu- 
facturers was also on display. 


Power Factor Correction 
for Fluorescent Lamps 


Commissions require users to install equipment at their own 
expense — State bodies take action to apply also to neon, 
mercury vapor and other gaseous tube lamps 


In at least two states, Kentucky and 
Oklahoma, regulatory commission or- 
ders have been made requiring users 
of fluorescent lamps to install power- 
factor corrective equipment at their 
own expense. The matter is now being 
considered by the Wisconsin Commis- 
sion. The Oklahoma order reads: 

“In the case of neon lamps, mercury- 
vapor lamps and other gaseous tube 
lamps or lighting devices having low 
power factor the company will require 
the customer to provide at his own 
expense power-factor corrective equip- 
ment which will maintain the power 
factor of each such device at not less 
than 90 per cent. In the event the 
customer fails to provide such correc- 
tive equipment the company will assess 
an annual charge, payable monthly, in 
such an amount as will compensate for 
the difference between serving fully 
corrected equipment and uncorrected 
equipment of like size and character, 
such charge to be applied against all 
uncorrected installations made after the 





FLUORESCENT—At the New York Sec- 
tion, ILE.S., fluorescent lighting conference 
were seen (1. to r.}—D. W. Atwater, West- 
inghouse; LE.S. President L. H. Graves of 
Curtis Lighting. Inc., and A. B. O'Day, 
General Electric 
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19th day of November, 1939, and to all 
existing installations when the same 
are reconstructed, materially altered or 
moved to a new location.” 

The other order similarly defines the 
type of lighting equipment, but states 
that “no electric utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Public Service Com- 
mission of Kentucky shall permit con- 
nection to its lines” of such equipment 
unless the user installs correction to 
90 per cent power factor. 

A year ago the San Diego Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Company was 
permitted by the California commission 
to refile a clause in its rate schedules 
to add the words “gaseous tube lamps” 
among its statements of low-power- 
factor devices for which power-factor 
correction would be required at the 
customer’s expense. Other companies 
in the state have done likewise. 

Probably a fair statement of the 
reason why commission action in this 
matter has been asked in these states 
and quite certainly will be asked in 
others is given in the argument of the 
Louisville Gas & Electric Company to 
the Kentucky commission. We quote: 

“Despite the fact that the cost of 
power-factor corrective apparatus is a 
relatively small percentage of the total 
cost of gaseous tube lighting installa- 
tions it appears reasonable to assume 
that because of the slightly smaller ini- 
tial investment incident to the omission 
of such apparatus very few installations 
will be so equipped. Our observation 
has been that most of such installations 
are contract jobs and that even though 
an electrical contractor recognizes the 
desirability of power-factor correction 
he is unlikely to include it in his bid 
unless required by a power company 
rule, for the reason that the job is likely 
to go to a competitive bidder who omits 
power-factor correction. Furthermore, 
the average customer cannot be ex- 
pected to be sufficiently familiar with 
the need for and advantages of power- 
factor correction voluntarily to include 
it in his specifications.” 


Opposes Electrical Code 


John Scrimger, a general contractor, 
has filed a petition for an injunction 
in Circuit Court restraining the city 
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of Flint from enforcing the National 
Electrical Code and the city electrical 
ordinance. Mr. Scrimger charged in 
his petition that the national code is an 
unlawful delegation of legislative power 
and that the city does not have a right 
to use it. He also charged that the 
city ordinance, which is based on the 
national code, is discriminatory and 
monopolistic, and that it is a revenue 
raising measure because the fees are 
too high. 


Must Get License 
for Holtwood Plant 


Finding that the Susquehanna River 
at the site of the Holtwood project of 
the Pennsylvania Water & Power Co. 
is a navigable water of the United 
States and that the public interest re- 
quires that the project be placed under 
license, the FPC has issued an opinion 
and an order in conformity therewith 
requiring the Pennsylvania Water & 
Power Co. to file an application for a 
license within thirty days, in accord- 
ance with the rules of practice and 
regulations of the Federal Power Com- 
mission. 

In its answer to a show-cause order 
of the commission adopted last year, 
the utility challenged the jurisdiction 
of the FPC to institute proceedings 
against it for operating and maintain- 
ing the Holtwood development with- 
out a license granted pursuant to the 
Federal Power Act. Thereupon the 
commission instituted an investigation 
relating to the navigability of the river. 


Issues Show-Cause 
Order to P.G. & E. 


Declaring that a minor-part license 
issued ten years ago was arbitrary, 
capricious and contrary to law, the 
Federal Power Commission has ordered 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. to show 
cause by December 15 why it should 
not on or before January 1, 1940, 
apply for and accept a major license 
for Project No. 708 on the Stanislaus 
River in California near the Melones 
dam and reservoir. It is also ordered 
to show cause why proceedings should 
not be instituted to determine whether 
such minor-part license should not be 
revoked, rescinded or canceled. 

The company is also ordered to show 
cause why the commission should not 
issue such other and further order as 
it may find appropriate, expedient and 
in the public interest to conserve and 
utilize the navigation and water re- 
sources of the region. 


8 (1518) 


Accountants Seek Ways 
to Simplify Procedure 


E.E.1. Third National Accounting Conference studies problems. with 
view of lowering records costs — Lynch tells utility representatives 
that industry is in better position now than in 1914 


The utility industry today stands at 
the cross-roads of legislation, regula- 
tion, competition and public opinion, 
B. W. Lynch, president of Standard 
Gas & Electric Co., told the third Na- 
tional Accounting Conference of the 
Edison Electric Institute. 

Speaking before the meeting of more 
than 500 utility accountants at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago last 
week, Mr. Lynch stated that national, 
international and social competition 
exists today to a greater extent than it 
did in 1914, but, he pointed out, the 
industry and the nation are far better 
fitted today than in 1914 to meet the 
situation. The industry’s foremost prob- 
lem today, he said, is integration. “We 
may have to submit to being taken 
apart and put together again, but I 
believe that we will be able to recog- 
nize ourselves when it is completed,” 


he declared. 


Burdensome Routines 


J. V. Cleary, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, told how burden- 
some routine in plant accounting oper- 
ations has been simplified by his com- 
pany. He mentioned increasing the 
lower limits for outside plant jobs for 
which work orders are issued from 
$1,000 to $10,000 to curtail accounting 
and yet provide control of expendi- 
tures at reasonable cost. 

Representing the view of accountants 
on the maintenance of continuing prop- 
erty records, Will A. Clader, American 
Institute of Accountants, took the stand 
that determination of original cost must 
be done by accountants with the active 
assistance of engineers, and that main- 
tenance of these accounts was the re- 
sponsibility of the accounting depart- 
ment guided by periodic reconciliation 
with records of the operating depart- 
ments. 

Summarizing the engineering attitude 
on continuing property records, H. R. 
Martz, Day & Zimmermann, said that 
the approach involved three features; 
(1) Complete mapping of outside plant 
in the engineering department with 
properly cross-reference detail maps 
and engineering records, (2) . detailed 
job order records maintained by the 
accounting department, ‘and ‘(3) com- 
plete cost and financial records in the 
accounting department. 

Much of Wednesday morning’s ses- 


sion was given over to papers on de- 
preciation and an apparently growing 
trend to simplification of accounting 
reports. C. E. Kohlhepp, Wisconsin 
Public Service Corp., stressed the fact 
that depreciation accounting is not a 
recording of loss in value, but a cost 
accounting operation in no way asso- 
ciated with value. Depreciation  ex- 
pense, he said, cannot be measured 
until the end of useful life. Regarding 
methods of figuring depreciation, Mr. 
Kohlhepp conceded that the straight 
line method might be one way; how- 
ever, he stated, there are ten other 
methods and imposition of the straight 
line method would bring disadvantages 
far outweighing its advantages. Report- 
ing on meeting of the E.E.I. deprecia- 
tion committee and the N.A.R.U.C. 
depreciation committee, he reported 
agreement on several points, among 
which were: (1) Depreciation does not 
proceed in a straight line; (2) de- 
preciation cannot be measured until 
the end of useful life; (3) deprecia- 
tion is not tied to value. 


Depreciation Studies 


H. C. Davidson, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, summarized factual 
depreciation studies being conducted 
by the E.E.]. depreciation committee. 
He reported that the N.A.R.U.C. and 
E.E.I. committees had jointly agreed 
upon collaboration which, though it 
would mean publication of deprecia- 
tion practices and data, would bring 
about ultimate solution of depreciation 
problems facing the industry. 

Summarizing the benefits of sound 
depreciation practices, A. R. Colbert, 
N.A.R.U.C. depreciation committee 
chairman, said that depreciation ac- 
counting by withholding from earnings 
amounts to take care of depreciation 
would (1) protect investors, (2) facili- 
tate outside financing, (3) stabilize 
outstanding securities by reducing 
debt, (4) aid in securing common 
stock equity and (5) depreciation ac- 
counting, although it might temporarily 
increase operating costs, would improve 
public relations and bring about 4 
sounder financial position that would 
permit companies to delay purchases 
to take advantage of market conditions 
and technical developments, eventually 


‘resulting in rate reductions. 


Papers by Charles B. Couchman, 
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ACCOUNTING MEETING—Seen at the third National Accounting Conference in Chicago last week were (1. to r.}—H. C. Hasbrouck. 
Utility Management Corp.; H. C. Davidson, Consolidated Edison of New York: C. E. Kohlhepp, Wisconsin Public Service; Walter Lang, 


Ebasco Services; E.E.I. President Charles W. Kellogg, and B. S. Rodey, Jr.. Consolidated Edison of New York 


American Institute of Accountants; 
William W. Werntz, S.E.C., and Dean J. 
E. McCarthy, University of Notre Dame, 
all stressed strongly the need for sim- 
plification in balance .sheets and in- 
come statements to the end that man- 
agement and investors could obtain a 
clear and accurate picture of financial 
conditions. Mr. Werntz summarized the 
recommendations by calling for (1) 
sufficient similarity in reports of all 
companies to permit ready comparison, 
(2) use of unambiguous language, (3) 
avoidance of repetition of information 
on several different statements and (4) 
development of simplified report forms. 

P. S. Young, Public Service Electric 
& Gas Co., closed the accounting con- 
ference with a summary of present ac- 
counting problems in the electrical in- 
dustry. 

B. S. Rodey, Jr., Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, was general chair- 
man of the conference. 


Arkansas Power Seeks 
Additional Properties 


Arkansas Power & Light Co. has 
petitioned the Arkansas Utilities Com- 
mission for authority to purchase the 
Trumann Light & Power Co., Trumann, 
Ark., to rebuild the system and to ex- 
tend transmission lines at a cost of 
$67,500. 

The properties would be bought for 
$27,500 cash under terms approved 
by the contracting companies. Arkan- 
sas Power & Light then would rebuild 
the distribution system at a cost of 
$15,000. A 33,000-volt line from the 
company’s Marked Tree substation to 
reduce the current to distribution volt- 
age would cost $25,000. Arkansas 
Power & Light Co. agreed in its appli- 
cation to reduce materially present 
rates and to place a further reduction 
into effect within a year. 
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Four-Point Program 
for Public Relations 


Pointing to the high degree of relia- 
bility now being attained in polls of 
public opinion, Melvin Rowley, adver- 
tising department, Public Service Com- 
pany of Colorado, suggested the 
advantages which might accrue to pub- 
lic utilities were they fully to avail 
themselves of the sampling method. 
Rowley advanced the idea as a salient 
feature of a four-point program for 
better relations which he presented in 
a discussion for the Rocky Mountain 
Electrical League. 

“Scientific sampling,” he _ said, 
“would give us a much clearer idea 
of exactly what our customers are 
thinking about us.” 

Second point in his suggested pro- 
gram is the service contact, made with 
the customer on the basis of informa- 
tion obtained through sampling and 
aimed at neutralizing misconceptions 
thus revealed. His other two points 
were recommended as valuable ad- 
juncts to such a procedure: (1) Re- 
naming “Public Relations,” which he 
thinks has been too much _ bandied 
about, calling it, perhaps, “Customers’ 
Advisory Service.” (2) Co-ordinating 
advisory activities within the company, 
particularly by making sure that every 
employee knows something about what 
the advertising and public relations 
men are doing and why. 


Nebraska District Asks 
RFC for $6,000,000 Loan 


Nebraska’s public power districts 
have not given up hopes of purchasing 
the facilities of privately owned utili- 
ties in the state. 

Platte Valley Public Power District 
has applied to the Reconstruction Fi- 
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nance Corporation for a loan of $6,000,- 
000 with which to purchase parts of 
systems of five of the private utilities, 
according to Horace Carey, president of 
the district. Mr. Carey also indicated 
that the Middle Loup district would 
co-ordinate its application to the RFC 
for funds to buy facilities of private 
utilities with that of the Platte Valley 
project. 

Central Nebraska district is con- 
tinuing its efforts to purchase the pri- 
vate utilities in the area. 


Consumer Group Inquiry 


The Public Service Commission has 
instituted an investigation into the ac- 
tivities of the Pennsylvania Utility 
Consumers Service, Inc., and its presi- 
dent, John J. Lipko, organized to rep- 
resent consumers. This is the first com- 
mission investigation of consumers of 
any public utility service. 


Oppose Utility Plan 


The state of Ohio, through Attorney- 
General Thomas J. Herbert, and the 
Public Utilities Commission, has filed 
with the SEC a petition requesting 
that the plan of integration of Colum- 
bia Gas & Electric Corp., awaiting de- 
cision by the SEC, be denied. 


Aerial Power Line 


Virginia Electric & Power Co. has 
asked the War Department for per- 
mission to construct and maintain an 
aerial power line over Blackwater 
River with a vertical clearance of 135 
feet under the lowest wire over the 
channel at mean low water. The pro- 
posed crossing will replace the exist- 
ing line, which has a vertical clear- 
ance of about 77 feet. 
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Urge Informal Talks 
to Set Utility Rates 


More informal conferences and less 
of “those horrible things known as rate 
cases” are needed in public utility 
regulation, John H. Murdoch, Jr., mem- 
ber of the legal staff of American Water 
Works & Electric Co. and president 
of the Pennsylvania Water Works Asso- 
ciation, told the New Jersey Utilities 
Association last week at its 24th annual 
convention in Atlantic City. 

The suggestion was made by Mr. 
Murdoch as a remedy for the present 
situation, in which, he charged, state 
utility commissions regulate profits, not 
rates, and a company’s operating ef- 
ficiency is virtually penalized by forc- 
ing its rates lower than others because 
its efficiency earns a profit. 

' Mr. Murdoch charges that “the com- 
missions constantly try to hold that 
anything in the way of profits above the 
line of confiscation is necessarily the 
result of excessive and unfair rates.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Murdoch 
that “the commissions all know that 
their most effective work for all con- 
cerned is done in conferences when 
no one is trying to make a record for 
an appeal to the courts. It will be 
found that all hands can give construc- 
tive thought to the reason for the rates. 

“Efficient utilities then would get 
some benefit from their efficiencies. The 
inefficient would suffer the conse- 
quences of their own inefficiencies. The 
standard would be reasonable efficiency. 
The more efficient would profit; the 
less efficient would suffer. 

“The commissions would only have 
formal rate cases after rates were be- 
lieved to be higher than fair rates, 
and then only after an informal con- 
ference had failed.” 

The association re-elected John A. 
Riggins as president. 


Chemical Industries Exhibit 


The seventeenth Exposition of Chem- 
ical Industries will be held at Grand 
Central Palace, New York, during the 
week of December 4 to 9. Chemicals, 
chemical raw materials and fabricated 
materials for use in many industrial 
operations will be featured in terms 
of their manufacture and use. The field 
of precision instruments will include 
the latest types of temperature and 
pressure measuring devices. 


Southern Wiring Meeting 


Arrangements have been made to 
hold a Southern regional wiring confer- 
ence in New Orleans December 7 and 
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8. This conference will be conducted 
along the lines which were followed in 
the San Francisco, Chicago and Pitts- 
burgh meetings attended by the 240 
industry leaders. North and South 
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Florida and Tennes- 
see will participate. The conference 
will be sponsored by the National Ade- 
quate Wiring Bureau and the local ar- 
rangements will be handled by the 
Electrical Association of New Orleans. 


Can Earn Fair Return 


Attorney-General Thomas J. Herbert 
of Ohio has ruled that cities owning 
light plants lawfully may charge a 
rate which will return a fair and rea- 
sonable profit, and that such profits 
may be transferred to the general or 
other municipal funds. 


Sell $1,200,000 Bonds 


Consumers Public Power District of 
Columbus, Nebraska, has contracted to 
sell $1,200,000 in tax-exempt revenue 
bonds to pay for its recently acquired 
Columbus division of the Northwestern 
Public Service Co. The syndicate is 
headed by John Nuveen & Co. 


MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers commit- 
tee, Philadelphia, Pa., December 4-5; Detroit, 
Mich., February 5-6 


American Society of Mechanical Spree te. 
E 


nual meeting, Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., December 4-8. C. E. Davies, na- 


cone secretary, 29 West 39th St., New York, 


Seventeenth Exposition of Chemical Industries— 
Grand Central Palace, New York, N. Y., De- 
cember 4-9. Charles F. Roth, president, Inter- 
national Exposition Co., Grand Central Palace, 
New York. 


Petroleum Electric Power Club—Eleventh annual 
conference, Texas State Hotel, Houston, Tex., 
December 14-15. H. E. Roberts, secretary and 
treasurer, Box 792, Joplin, Mo. 


Louisiana Engineering Society—Annual meeting, 
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, La., January 
12-13. A. M. Hill, secretary-treasurer, 422 
St. Charles Hotel. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Win- 
ter convention, New York, N. Y., January 22-26. 
H. H. Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers—Annual meeting and_ International 
Heating and Ventilating Exposition, Lakeside 
Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, January 22-26. Charles 
F. Roth, president International Exposition Co., 
Grand Central Palace, New York. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
Mid-winter Conference, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., February 5-9. W. J. Donald, 
eres director, 155 East 44th St., New York, 
N. Y. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
April 17-19. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
Merchants Bank Bldg., 101 West High St., Jef- 
ferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring meeting, Galen 
Hall, Wernersville, Pa., April 24-27. Dr. Colin 


G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, New 
York, N. Y. 


Engineers to Gather 
at A.S.M.E. Meeting 


The progress of engineering as ap- 
plied to American industry will be 
viewed by 3,000 engineers, scientists 
and industrialists who will gather at 
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadel- 
phia, from all parts of the country 
for the sixtieth annual meeting of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, December 4-8. It is the society’s 
first annual meeting outside the city 
of New York since 1890. 

Approximately 100 papers covering 
a wide field of engineering and in- 
dustrial topics will be presented be- 
fore the technical sessions of the 
meeting. Among the subjects to be 
discussed are fuels, photo-elasticity, 
scientific analysis of managerial prob- 
lems, machine design, iron and steel 
power, industrial marketing, rubber 
and plastics, heat transfer, materials 
handling and thermodynamics. 

W. M. White, Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Co.; W. J. Rheingans, also 
Allis-Chalmers; Sherwin H. Wright 
and A. F. Schwendner, Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co., and 
Reed J. Caughey, General Electric Co., 
will contribute to the session on prime 
movers. 

The panel discussion on two years 
of experience with high-pressure, high- 
temperature superposed power installa- 
tions will be headed by E. B. Ricketts. 
“Experience with High-Pressure, High- 
Temperature Equipment at Waterside 
Station” is the title of a paper to be 
presented by J. C. Falkner, Consoli- 
dated Edison Co., New York, and “Fisk 
Station Topping Unit Operation” will 
be discussed by A. E. Grunert, Com- 
monwealth Edison Co. Philip Sporn, 
American Gas & Electric Service Corp., 
New York, will talk on “Logan Oper- 
ating Experience” and Louis Elliott, 
Ebasco Services, Inc., New York, on 
“High-Pressure, High-Temperature Su- 
perposed Power Installation.” 

Also on the program are Albion 
Davis, Union Electric Co. of Missouri; 
W. R. New, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co.; J. T. Rettaliata, 
Allis-Chalmers, and H. Kraft and T. M. 
Berry, General Electric Co. 


Utility Military Service 


Virginia Electric & Power Co. not 
only released for military service its 
employees who are members of the 
Virginia National Guard but made ar- 
rangements to pay them the difference 
between camp pay and regular pay 
during the November training period, 
Samuel Gardner Waller, Adjutant- 
General, has been informed by Jack 
G. Holtzclaw, president of the utility. 
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A NEW MULTI-BREAKER 


100 AMPERE FRAME: 3-WIRE > SOLID NEUTRAL 


New Type M2 Multi-breakeR, 
100 ampere frame. 2 pole. 





THE INDUSTRY 


THE 70M OF IT F 


1 Coacdine Rote: Aa tommy tr dara 


Seat | 3 | 


§ ' Desabaons 
14-5 Siset cow Condacior 


6 Splwwag Sees 
17 Guy Assembly ‘ToL Laney br Exton ti 


EXHIBIT—More than 85,000 visitors to the Yakima fair in Southeastern Wash- 
ington saw this interesting exhibit of Pacific Power & Light Co., which dra- 
matically demonstrated how much investment is tied up in the distribution 
system of an electric utility. Charts identified the 79 items, costing $126.58, 


and the additional labor costs. This was part of the company’s “Electricity 
Is Cheap” exhibit 
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ar PLANT—Inside views 
— of the new 70,000- 
kw. generating sta- 
tion of Consumers 
Power Co. a few 
miles east of Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., which 
was dedicated No- 
vember 8. At the left 
can be seen the en- 
closed control room 
between the two 35,- 
000-kw. hydrogen- 
cooled General Elec- 
tric units and the 
conduits and portions 
of the condensers. 
Above is the boiler 
room firing floor 





PRIZE WINNER—Clara H. Zillessen, advertising manager, 
Philadelphia Electric Co., with silver cup which the utility won 
as first prize in the special contest of the Public Utilities 
Advertising Association for the best planned and executed 
promotional program publicizing the electric utilities’ exhibits 
at the New York World's Fair. This is the 28th prize which 


Philadelphia Electric advertising and displays have won in 
DEDICATE DAM—Alabama Power Co. recently dedicated one of trio of dams 1938 and 1939 
on the Tallapoosa River to Dr. Oscar G. Thurlow, retired chief engineer and 
well-known inventor of the Thurlow back water suppressor. Below right—View 


of the guests at luncheon. Above—President Thomas W. Martin (left), Capt. 
William Patrick Lay, founder of the utility, and Dr. Thurlow 


APPRECIATION—Philadelphia Electric’s Vice-Presi- 
dent George E. Whitwell (left), retiring Modern 
Kitchen Bureau chairman, received this silver serv- 
ice and testimonial in recognition of his outstand- 
ing services during the bureau's first four years. 
Others are, 1. to r.—N.E.M.A. president Charles E. 
Swartzbaugh; bureau manager H. L. Martin: bureau 
chairman Walter H. Sammis, vice-president of 
Commonwealth & Southern 





You need good line materials, too... materials with 


the stamina that assures permanent, trouble-free 


line construction. Every clamp, clevis and pin in 
the complete L-M line of Pole Line Construction 


Materials is made to work with your linemen to assure construc- 


tion that’s trim in appearance, long in service life, low in final cost. 


LINE MATERIAL CO. 














Output Holds Level 
Of Preceding Week 


Energy output by the electric light 
and power industry during the week 
ended November 18 virtually repeated 
the level of the preceding week, up 
slightly to 2,514,350,000 kw.-hr., ac- 
cording to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. Thus no records were broken, 
production being about 1 per cent less 
than in the week of October 28—the 
all-time maximum. 

A year ago there was a similar flat 
spot in the curve, in the middle of No- 
vember, but in the week of the 19th 
there was a sharp rise. The compari- 
son results in the showing of a smaller 
gain over 1938 than in other recent 
weeks; the percentage dropped to 10.7. 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Nov. 18 2,514 Nov. 19 2,270 Nov. 20 2,224 
Nov. Il 2,514 Nov. 12 2,209 Nov. 13 2,177 
Nov. 4 2,537 Nov. 5 2,207 Nov. 6 2,202 
Oct. 28 2,539 Oct. 29 2,226 Oct. 30 2,255 
Oct. 21 2,494 - 22 2,215 Oct. 23 2,782 
Oct. 14 2,495 Oct. 15 2,183 Oct. 16 2,276 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 

o_o 

Nov. 18 Nov. I! Nov. 4 

New England...... + 8.3 +14.3 +33 
Middle Atlantic.... + 9.8 +11.9 13.9 
Central Industrial. . +13.5 +15.9 +18.3 
West Central ...... +75 + 7.2 + 8.8 
Southern States .... +12.2 +13.8 +14.0 
Rocky Mountain.... + 5.4 + 8.7 +15.9 
FUNG cekiiesccess + 8.0 +10.6 + 9.6 
United States +10.7 +13.8 +149 
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However, the fact remains that pro- 
duction is already 7.4 per cent above 
last year’s December peak, with the 
year-end rise presumably still to come. 

All of the geographical regions had 
a smaller percentage increase over 1938 
than in the week of November 11 ex- 
cept the West Central, which climbed 
0.3 point to 7.5. The Central Indus- 
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trial continues to lead, with a 13.5 
per cent gain over last year, compared 
with its recent. maximum of 18.7 in the 
week of October 14. The Middle At- 
lantic also remains well above its 1938 
level, though its gain narrowed to 9.8 
per cent, as against 14.7 six weeks ago, 
while New England shrank to 8.3 per 
cent. 





Steam Power Output 
25.8% Over Year Ago 


September output, sales of energy 
and revenue all show pronounced gains 
over the like month a year ago, and in 
general these gains were materially 
larger than those reported for August. 
Despite the fact that September con- 
tained fewer working days than 
August most of the quantities were 
somewhat larger, according to the 
Edison Electric Institute. 

Output rose to 10,494,569,000 kw. 
hr., against 10,470,457,000 kw.-hr. in 
the preceding month. The _ increase 
over 1938 broadened to 12.4 per cent, 
compared with 8.5 per cent in August, 
as published in ELtectricaL Worip of 
October 28. A sharp reduction in 
“Losses and unaccounted for”—1,860,- 
749,000 kw.-hr. in August, 1,501,- 
291,000 kw.-hr. in September—with 
smaller changes in other items left 
9.273,814,000 kw.-hr. for sales to ulti- 
mate consumers. This was 13.2 per 
cent more than in last year’s Septem- 
ber. The corresponding sales in 
August were 8,952,883,000 kw.-hr. and 


the increase over 1938 was 10.6 per 
cent, 
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Drought conditions were reflected in 
the unusually small output from water 
power, 2,761,606,000 kw.hr., or only 
26.3 per cent of the total and down 
13.4 per cent from 1938, whereas pro- 
duction from fuels was up 25.8 per 
cent. 

In sales by classes the most strik- 
ing feature was the rise of 16.8 per 
cent over 1938 in the wholesale power 
group, which accounted for 53 per 
cent of total sales. The increases in 
domestic and retail light and power 
sales also expanded, compared with 
the August figures. 

Revenue from ultimate consumers, 
$196,844,900, gained 7.1 per cent; 





Classification of Sales, September, 
and Increase Over 1938 


1939 


Thous. Per 

Class Kw.-Hr. Cent 
Residential or domestic........ 1,755 + 8.5 
Retail light, power............. 1,761 +112 
Wholesale light, power........ 4,907 +168 
rr 149 + 6.0 
Other public authorities....... 224 + 7.3 
Electric railways ............... 2% + 0.9 
Electrified railroads ........... 150 +31.3 
Interdepartmental ............. 32 + 15 
Sales, ult. consumer.......... 9,274 +13.2 


1939 


25, 





total electric, $198,946,900, 7.0 per 
cent. Meanwhile the domestic trend 
continues in the direction of increas- 
ing use at lower rates as shown by the 
following twelve-month averages per 
customer and percentages over the 
preceding period: Kilowatt-hours, 886 
(+ 5.4); annual bill, $36.40 (+ 1.4); 
cents per kw.-hr., 4.11 (— 3.7). 


Santee-Cooper Bond Issue 


South Carolina Public Service Au- 
thority has authorized the issue of up 
to $30,000,000 in revenue bonds to con- 
struct the Santee-Cooper project. No 
announcement was made on the awards 
of contracts for construction of the 
Santee Dam, low bids for which aggre- 
gate more than $6,000,000. 


Withholds Intercession 


Gov. Luren D. Dickinson has de- 
clined to ask the Consumers Power 
Co. to re-employ four former employees 
awaiting trial on ‘charges that they 
sabotaged the company’s property dur- 
ing the recent strike. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Three Vice-Presidents 
Elected in New Orleans 


Promotion of three veteran executives 
of New Orleans Public Service, Inc., 
to vice-presidencies of that company 
has been announced by A. B. Pater- 
son, president and general manager. 
The three, all of whom have been serv- 
ing as assistants to the president, are 
E. S. Myers, H. E. Meade and A. B. 
McCoard. L. G. Ireland, another vice- 
president, continues in the same posi- 
tion. 

Paul Hoots, who has been connected 
with the engineering department, has 
been appointed assistant to the presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Paterson stated that the changes 
will make for greater flexibility in the 
organization. Heretofore, with only one 
vice-president, it was necessary for 
either the president or vice-president 
to remain in the city at all times. 

Mr. Myers has been with Public 
Service since 1922. He went there from 
Vicksburg, Miss., where he was man- 
ager of a public utility company. He 
is a native of Indianapolis, Ind., and 
a graduate of Purdue University. 

Mr. Meade started with Public Serv- 
ice in 1923, following graduation from 


E. S. Myers 
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Tulane University. He recently was 
promoted to the position of assistant 
to the president. 

Mr. McCoard entered the employ of 
the New Orleans utility at the age of 
14, back in 1903, first as an office boy. 
Mr. Paterson described Mr. McCoard’s 
promotion a “well-earned recognition 
of ability.” 


> ArtHuR J. MULLEN, member of the 
Los Angeles Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners, has retired. Mr. Mul- 
len is a former president of the board 
and has been a member since 1933. A 
resolution commending him for out- 
standing service was adopted by the 
board upon his retirement. James B. 
AGNEW was appointed by Mayor 


Fletcher Bowron to the vacancy on the 
board. 


> E. F. Weaver, formerly superin- 
tendent, Lehigh division, Pennsylvania 
Power & Light Co., Allentown, Pa., has 
been appointed superintendent of trans- 
mission of the company with headquar- 
ters at Hazelton, Pa. 


> James F. Farman, electrical engi- 
neer, Consolidated Edison Co., New 
York, has been elected to the executive 
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committee of the Engineers’ Council 
for Professional Development, repre- 
senting the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers. 


> J. R. Goprrey, formerly in charge 
of advertising for the Railley Corp., 
Cleveland, and more recently Chicago 
manager, has been appointed sales man- 
ager of the company with offices at the 
Cleveland headquarters. For many 
years Mr. Godfrey has been associ- 
ated with E. R. Goodman, head of the 
Railley Corp. 


> W. H. Hotcoms has been named 
vice-president and general manager of 
the Pelton Water Wheel Co. Mr. Hol- 
comb was formerly a vice-president and 
sales manager. GLENN S. CRAWFORD 
has been selected to take Mr. Holcomb’s 
place as sales manager. 


> Joun L. WHEELER, veteran North- 
west newspaper correspondent, has 
been appointed chief of information at 
the Bonneville Project and has already 
taken over his new duties with head- 
quarters in Portland. Mr. Wheeler 
served as Northwest Associated Press 
correspondent, covering committee 
hearings and debates that resulted in 
passage of the Bonneville law, and since 
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its enactment has handled all Bonne- 
ville news emanating from the Wash- 
ington AP office. 


F. C. Jones Heads Business 
Development Committee 


Frank C. Jones, president of the 
Okonite Co., New York, has been 
named chairman of the Business De- 
velopment Committee of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association, 
to succeed Charles E. Swartzbaugh, 





recently elected N.E.M.A. president. 
Mr. Swartzbaugh had been chairman 
of the committee since its formation 
in 1935. 

For a number of years Mr. Jones has 
been an outstanding figure in the wire 
and cable industry. He became asso- 
ciated with the Okonite Co. at Passaic, 
N. J., immediately following discharge 
from military service after the World 
War. With his election as treasurer he 
was transferred to the New York Office, 
subsequently being elected vice-presi- 
dent and general manager and in 1932 
president. 

His activities in the National Elec- 
trical Manufacturers Association re- 
sulted in his election as president in 
1934, in which office he served two 
terms. 


>L. T. BratspeLt, commercial vice- 
president of the General Electric Co. 
since 1936, with headquarters in Dal- 
las, Tex., has been named manager of 
the east central district of the com- 
pany, succeeding the late W. J. Hanley. 
W. B. Ctayron will succeed Mr. Blais- 
dell in Dallas as manager of the south- 
western district. A native of Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Blaisdell has been dis- 
trict manager in Dallas since 1924. He 
entered the employ of the General 
Electric Co. in 1904. Mr. Clayton was 
graduated from Alabama Polytechnic 


Institute in 1905 at the age of 17 and 
entered the test course of General Elec- 
tric at Schenectady that fall. After 
serving in a variety of capacities Mr. 
Clayton was made manager of the cen- 
tral station department when the south- 
western district was formed in 1924, 
also assuming the duties of assistant 
district manager, the position he held 
until the present. 


> Biaine Grey, chief electrical inspec- 
tor for Salt Lake City, Utah, was re- 
cently elected president of the North- 
western section of the International 
Association of Electrical Inspectors. 
Mr. Grey’s early experience following 
graduation from the University of Ne- 
vada was in the public utility field, at 
first with the Nevada Power & Light Co. 
and then with the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. Later he worked as an electrical 
contractor in Salt Lake City from 
1915 to 1933. Then he was appointed 
chief electrical inspector for Salt Lake 
City. 


OBITUARY 
A. B. Huey 


Arthur B. Huey, senior vice-president 
of the Philadelphia Electric Co., died 
November 16 at the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital, Philadelphia, where he had been 
taken the preceding day upon becom- 
ing ill while attending a meeting. He 
was 69 years of age. 

Mr. Huey became a vice-president 
of the Philadelphia utility in 1922, when 
he was placed in charge of the legal 
department. He was elected senior 
vice-president in 1924. Born in Phila- 
delphia in 1870, he was educated at 
the Hamilton School of that city and 
at the law school of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He practiced his pro- 
fession and became attorney for the 
Philadelphia Electric Co. in 1901. 


Paul N. Nunn 


Paul N. Nunn, president of Tellur- 
ide Power Co. and a pioneer in alter- 
nating-current transmission engineer- 
ing, died Octcber 27, in San Diego, 
Calif., following a heart ailment. He 
was 79. For many years a prominent 
industrial figure in Utah, Mr. Nunn 
was a life member of the A.IE.E. and 
the A.S.M.E. He and his brother, the 
late L. L. Nunn, became interested 
in the mining operation which gave 
rise to the Telluride company. 

In 1903 Paul Nunn, while still hold- 
ing the position of chief engineer of 


the Telluride company, went to New’ 


York, where le designed and engi- 
neered the Niagara Falls plant of the 
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Ontario Power Co., then the largest in 
the world. 

Mr. Nunn foresook a career in edu- 
cation to enter the business world, and 
this early interest is reflected in the 
Telluride Association, founded in 1911 
to aid engineering students by scholar- 
ships. At present it operates a school 
at Deer Springs, Calif., and a home 
for students at Cornell. 


> Sypnor Hatt, president of the South- 
east Power & Light Co., West Mem- 
phis, Ark., was killed, on November 
12, when the plane he was piloting 
crashed near Farmhaven, Miss. Mr. 
Hall was 41 years of age. 


> CHarLes MIKULESKY, general sales 
manager of the Wisconsin Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., died November 4 at his home 
in Racine, in his fifty-first year. Mr. 
Mikulesky entered the employ of the 
utility in 1910 as foreman of the serv- 
ice department and in 1920 was made 
Racine merchandising manager. In 
1926 he was promoted to the position of 
general sales manager. 


> Epwin D. Woop, general superin- 
tendent and a director of the Louis- 
ville Gas & Electric Co., died of a heart 
attack, November 9 while sitting in his 
office. He was 61 years of age. A na- 
tive of Montevideo, South America, Mr. 
Wood had been connected with the com- 
pany since 1915. He served first as elec- 
trical operating engineer and became 
general superintendent in 1932 and a 
director in 1936. Mr. Wood was a grad- 
uate of DePauw University and began 
his career with the Union Traction Co. 
of Indiana in 1903. Then he became 
associated with the General Electric 
Co. at Schenectady, later going to Lima, 
Peru. He was a past-chairman of the 
Louisville section of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 


PRatpew S. MacPuerran, chief chem- 
ist of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Co. for many years and who only re- 
cently retired from active service be- 
cause of a heart ailment (ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp, November 18, page 96), died 
last week at Duluth, where he had been 
visiting his brother. ELEctricaL WoriLp 
had gone to press when news of Mr. 
MacPherron’s death was received. Iden- 
tified with the iron and steel industry 
for nearly 50 years, he was especially 
noted as an outstanding metallurgist. 
He joined the Allis-Chalmers organiza- 
tion in 1895, having started with the 
old E. P. Allis Co. He participated in 
the committee activities of several tech- 
nical organizations and as a result of 
his continuous investigations contrib- 
uted numerous papers and articles on 
the metallurgy of gray iron and steel. 
Mr. MacPherran was 68 years of age. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Westinghouse Bonus 
Totals 6 per Cent 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co. has announced that an ad- 
justed compensation of 6 per cent will 
be paid to all employees this month in 
accordance with the Westinghouse 
bonus plan whereby the payment is 
established each month in proportion 
to net earnings for the preceding three 
months. Last month the adjusted com- 
pensation was 4 per cent. 

As of September 30 the company’s 
unfilled orders amounted to $58,337,790, 
against $43,817,402 in the same period 
of 1938. October volume of business 
was very good, according to A. W. 
Robertson, chairman of the board. The 
October net income of $1,363,840 
brought total for the first ten months of 
1939 to $10,433,650. 

In a recent statement in Philadel- 
phia Mr. Robertson said business is 
definitely on the upswing throughout 
the United States and especially in the 
Philadelphia area and the Middle West, 
and that recovery is due to the im- 
proved domestic situation rather than 
the volume of war orders coming from 
Europe. 

Mr. Robertson, accompanied by 
George H. Bucher, president of West- 
inghouse, and other executives of the 
company, went to Philadelphia to be 
the guests at a luncheon given to Mr. 
Robertson by Samuel M. Vauclain, 
chairman of the board of Baldwin 
Locomotive Works. 


General Electric Dividend 


A dividend of 65 cents a share for 
the fourth quarter of 1939 was declared 
this week by the directors of General 
Electric Co., based upon an estimate 
of the company’s net income for the 
year. Payment will be made on De- 
cember 20 to stockholders of record on 
November 24: The payment of 65 cents 
a share, together with 75 cents a share 


18 (1528) 


for the first nine months, makes a total 
of $1.40 a share in dividends for the 
year, compared with 90 cents a share 
for 1938. 


Square D Sales Rise 
25 per Cent in 1939 


Sales of the Square D Co. for the 
first nine months this year were approx- 
imately 25 per cent ahead of the similar 
period of 1938 and it is expected for 
the current quarter this rate of in- 
crease will be substantially exceeded. 
Square D is profiting from the high 
rate of industrial activity throughout 
the country, with special benefits be- 
ing realized from the expansion of 
plant facilities by the aircraft indus- 
try and by the accelerated activity in 
the machine tool industry. The volume 
of business also has been aided by the 
introduction of new products, in par- 
ticular a new circuit breaker. 

For the nine months ended Septem- 
ber 30 the company reported earnings 
of $1.64 a share, against 60 cents for 
the corresponding period of 1938. 
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NEMA Orders Index 
Hits September High 


Orders for electrical goods rose 
sharply in September, according to 
index numbers reported by NEMA, 
which attained values not far from 
twice as great as in the like month a 
year ago. In the motors and generators 
group the index rose 22.2 points, or 
23.5 per cent, compared with August 
to 116.5. This is the highest point 
recorded for September in any of the 
six years covered by the series; the 
nearest approach was 115.2 in 1936; 
the lowest for the month was 52.1 in 
1934. Moreover, it was the highest for 
any month since June, 1937. Compared 


Motors 
and 
Generators 


Transmission 
and 

Month Distribution 

1939 1938 

57.4 

70.8 

74.7 


January 
February 
March 


August 
September 
*Revised 


! 
149.5 87.0 


"1939 


N.E.M.A. Index. value of orders for motors (large d.c., polyphase, synchronous) and 
generators (engine, belt-driven); for transmission and distribution equipment 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + November 


25, 1939 








int 


a 


with September a year ago the increase 
is 86 per cent. 

Orders for transmission and distribu- 
tion equipment rose even more sharply, 
40.7 points, or 37.5 per cent, over the 
slightly revised index for August to 
149.5. The increase compared with last 
year’s September was 72 per cent. The 
new figure is the highest for any Sep- 
tember in the series, by a considerable 
margin, and has not been equaled in 
any month since August, 1937. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have announced the following appoint- 
ments to their sales staffs: 


W. N. Matthews Corp. has appointed 
J. Martin Moon sales representative in 
Virginia and North Carolina with head- 
quarters at 3234 W. Franklin Street, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

R. W. Cramer Co., Inc., United States 
sole distributor of the famous Sauter time 
switches and manufacturers of the Cramer 
line of timers, with general offices and 
plant at Centerbrook, Conn., has appointed 
Beverly & Ruddock, 7001 N. Clark Street, 
Chicago, Ill., to handle its complete line 
of Sauter time switches and timers. 

Clayton P. Innes is the new Cutler- 
Hammer representative in the company’s 
Omaha territory. Mr. Innes has had many 
years of field experience in the applica- 
tion of motors and motor control for 
every type of service. 

Allen-Bradley Co., Milwaukee, has ap- 
pointed Paul Berry, 3128 N. W. 26th 
Street, Oklahoma City, to represent the 
company in the states of Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. In Nebraska and western Iowa 
A. V. Sorensen, operating as the Mid- 
west Equipment Co., 1206 Farnam Street, 
Omaha, will handle the Allen-Bradley 
line. Mr. Sorensen formerly owned the 
Midwest Electric Supply Co., but gave up 
this business to establish himself as a 
manufacturer’s agent. 

Railley Corp., manufacturer of Pin-It- 
Up lamps, has appointed S. J. Sutton man- 
ager of the Chicago office. Territory cov- 
ered by this office includes Illinois, Wis- 
consin, Iowa and eastern Nebraska. 


Reliance Electric Dividend 


Reliance Electric & Engineering Co. 
has declared a dividend of 25 cents 
per share on the common shares of the 
company, payable December 26 to 
stockholders of record December 16. 


2 SS ES 
New York Metal Prices 


Nov. 21, '39 Nov. 14, '39 

Cents per Cents per 
Poun Pound 
Copper, electrolytic .... 12.50* 12.50* 
aad, A. S.& R. price.. 5.50 5.50 
PORES 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, ingot .......... 35.00 00 
SS ee ears 6.89 6.89 
Om, Stee o.ii. sickens 51.50 51.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 20.00 20.00 
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Field Reports on Business 


Excellent weather conditions and consumer demand have given impetus to 
retail trade. Manufacturers report a good volume of incoming orders, which, 
together with backlog, keeps production at a high level. Utility buying is in 
varied lines. Industrial orders are showing some pick-up. 


NEW YORK 


Swinging into the fall trade at full 
stride, manufacturers and retailers report 
good business, with sales showing con- 
tinued expansion in varied lines. Efforts 
are being made to keep inventories well 
in line with the present trend of sales so 
that opportunity will be had to reorder 
after the holiday trade is over. 

Department store sales in this area were 
up 14.6 per cent, while for the nation as 
a whole the rise was 7 per cent. Good 
weather conditions and excellent consumer 
demand have been an impetus to move- 
ment of stocks. 

The early November output of industry 
has hit the level prevailing in the spring 
of 1929. Government agencies report in- 
creasing industrial activity, with the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board index due to go to 
higher levels. The Federal Reserve survey 
on business and financial conditions indi- 
cates no let-up in activity in the near 
future. It points to a sharp increase in 
employment and purchasing power. 

Manufacturers report winter air-condi- 
tioning units are meeting with excellent 
response, following success with room cool- 
ers and packaged air conditioners last 
spring and summer. 

Washington sources indicate that allied 
purchases in this country will be broader 
than just war materials. This is expected 
to ease the much-talked-of slump next 
spring. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Industrial activity throughout New Eng- 
land now stands above the estimated nor- 
mal level for the first time in a little more 
than two years. This optimistic trend is 
the result of a large amount of orders 
placed for a wide diversification of sup- 
plies and equipment, of which electrical 
products are a large part. Heavy equi 
ment buying continues in machine tools 
and marine electrical apparatus. More than 
$55,000 worth of panelboards, special 
switch and control, and accessories were 
purchased recently for new marine instal- 
lations. Motors from 10 to 50 hp. have 
received more attention than formerly and 
smaller sizes are in good demand, espe- 
cially from machine tool manufacturers. 

Arc welders are active. More than 50 
welders are scheduled to be purchased 
within the next three months in this dis- 
trict, according to one representative. In- 
quiries for repair and renovation of elec- 
trical machinery are gaining and one en- 
gineer reports a heavy movement in re- 
placements for turbo-generators. 

Rutland County, Vermont, has com- 
pleted plans for financing the construc- 
tion of 89 miles of rural electric line 
which will serve 278 farmers in that area. 
Repairing and addition to an already large 
number of ski tows are in progress. 

Seasonal advances in merchandising are 
noted. Vermont central stations moved 
ahead in sales of refrigerators and ranges 
during the past week; distributors may well 
view the coming holiday buying prospects 
with considerable encouragement since the 
estimated Christmas club distribution in 
this area is set at about $45,000,000. 
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It is announced that $75,000,000, in- 
cluding funds already allocated, is sought 
from the U.S.H.A. for slum clearance and 
housing projects in New England. 


CHICAGO 


Developments last week reflected steady 
improvement in nearly lines of busi- 
ness. In spite of the fact that signs of 
rounding off were apparent in some in- 
stances, a general high level of activity 
was maintained. Industrial activity con- 
tinued to move ahead at a satisfactory pace. ° 
Retail trade was extremely favorable as 
department store sales in this area in- 
creased sharply to a point 21 per cent 
above a year ago. Building activity also 
continued, with gains in both number 
and valuation of jobs. Amount of new 
construction last month was more than 
double that in October, 1938. 

Electrical permits issued recently show 
considerable increase in the number of 
jobs and the volume of equipment being 
installed. One large housing job includes 
installation of*2,030 circuits, 13,838 lights, 
13,117 receptacles, 56 motors and 42 yard 
lights. Another outstanding job includes 
84 circuits, 263 lights and 29 motors. The 
volume of additional outlet installations 
shows substantial improvement. 

Electric range sales show moderate 
gains, while motors, control equipment and 
wiring devices are moving exceptionally 
well. The city electrical department has 
requested bids on twelve 500-kva. substa- 
tion transformers and 100 hand telephone 
sets and cabinets for two-way amplifier 
system. The demand for appliances is 
especially good and the outlook for the 
holiday season is highly optimistic. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Signs point to another dry winter in 
California, stipulating sales of current and 
pumping machinery, but cutting over-all 
prosperity of agricultural sections. Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co. recorded a new high 
electric load figure of 1,059,800 kva. on 
July 21, about 80,000 kva. over the 1938 
peak, attributed largely to the exposition 
and irrigation loads. The 10-mile belt con- 
veyor delivering aggregate to the Shasta 
Dam will require $250,000 in electrical 
equipment, including a special 60-kv. line 
and 5,000 hp. in 4,000-volt motors. 

The low basic bid for the Ramona hous- 
ing project in Los Angeles was $1,149,000, 
including $72,215 electrical work for 101 
buildings containing 610 living units. 

A northern California industry ce-opera- 
tive effort has produced much adequate 
rewiring and relighting, totaling $1,500,000 
in downtown San Francisco alone. Arizona 
reports much privately owned building, 
including a 300,000 Sears Roebuck store 
in Tucson and five grocery chain structures 
in the Phoenix area, coupled with public 
buildings in Safford and Phoenix. 

Electrical machinery orders have tapered 
off considerably, the largest recent order 
having been $50,423 to the Pennsylvania 
Transformer Co. for four 8,333-kva. trans- 
formers for Glendale. 
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Bonds Hit New High for Year; Stocks Up Files $28,594,000 


10 Bond Issue with SEC 


100 Consumers Power Co. has filed with 
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Securities of public utility companies showed continued strength this week. “Electrical 
World” stock index advanced to 31.9 from 31.7 the preceding week: last year, 29.2. 
Bonds moved upward to 106.1, the highest point this year: last week, 105.9 


Postpone Offering 
of Jersey Central 


Public offering of $42,225,000 of first 
mortgage bonds and serial notes of the 
Jersey Central Power & Light Co., 
originally planned for last week, has 
been postponed, it was announced by 
the First Boston Corp., manager of 
the underwriting syndicate for the 
financing. The delay was deemed ad- 
visable because of the failure of the 
SEC to rule on the company’s status 
under the Holding Company Act. 

The company filed on October 27 a 
registration statement with the SEC 
covering $39,000,000 of twenty-five 
year bonds and $3,225,000 of serial 
notes. This registration statement was 
not withdrawn, but an amendment was 
filed last week. 

Hearings by the commission on the 
company’s application for exemption 
from the provisions of the Holding 
Company Act—an application made 
more than two years ago—were con- 
cluded recently. Full testimony is on 
file with the board, the final decision 
of which awaits the report of its ex- 
aminers. 


Mountain States Power 
Plans Private Bond Sale 


A new arrangement in the plan of 
reorganization of the Mountain States 
Power Co. has been worked out whereby 
the company’s outstanding first mort- 
gage bonds are to be paid in cash at 
principa! amount through the sale of 
new first-mortgage bonds to insurance 
companies, thus refinancing around $8,- 
000,000 outstanding obligations. 

Before this can be concluded, how- 
ever, it will be necessary for the com- 
pany to get SEC approval as well as 
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that of the U. S. District Court in Wil- 
mington, since it in effect is tantamount 
to a change in the plan of reorganiza- 
tion already approved by these two 
departments. 

o 


Exemption Denied 
to Utility by SEC 


Application by the Potomac Edison 
Co., a direct subsidiary of the West 
Penn Electric Co., to be exempted as 
a holding company under the Holding 
Company Act was denied recently by 
the SEC. 

The commission held that the ap- 
plicant’s contention that it is not a 
holding company under the act because 
it is largely an operating utility com- 
pany serving a compact single service 
area lacked sufficient merit to justify 
granting the application. Commissioner 
George C. Mathews dissented. 

Potomac Edison Co. further con- 
tended that it should be held to be 
“predominantly a public utility com- 
pany” on the ground that its invest- 
ment in its electric utility assets ex- 
ceeds its investments in its utility sub- 
sidiaries, and its income from its elec- 
tric operations has exceeded the in- 
come which it has received from its 
utility subsidiaries. The commission 
claimed that such comparisons are not 
determinative in passing upon an ap- 
plication under Section 3 (a) (2). 


American Gas Dividend 


An extra dividend of 25 cents a share 
and the regular quarterly dividend of 
40 cents a share have been declared 
on the common stock of the American 


Gas & Electric Co. 


the SEC a registration statement cov- 
ering $28,594,000 of first mortgage 31, 
per cent bonds, series of 1939, due 
1969. The company also filed a declara- 
tion covering the issuance and sale of 
the bonds and 125,000 shares of no-par 
value common stock. The common stock 
is to be sold to the company’s parent, 
the Commonwealth & Southern Corp. 
at $28.25 a share. Net proceeds from 
the sale of $18,594,000 principal 
amount of the bonds will be applied, 
together with other treasury funds, to 
the redemption of outstanding bonds. 
Proceeds from the remaining $10,000,- 
000 of new bonds will be used to reim- 
burse the company’s treasury in part 
for certain expenditures for property 
additions made and to be made subse- 
quent to January 1, 1937. Proceeds from 
the sale of the common stock will be 
used to reimburse the treasury for 
prior expenditures. 

Proposed offering of $38,000,000 first 
mortgage bonds and $10,000,000 serial 
debentures of the Public Service Co. of 
Indiana, originally filed on August 25, was 
revived with the recent filing by the com- 
pany of an amendment to its registration 
statement with the SEC. 

West Penn Power Co. has filed notifica- 


tion of registration under the Holding 
Company Act. 


Attack FPC Order 


A Federal Power Commission order 
of July 18 last that acquisition by New 
Jersey Power & Light Co. of 341,340 
shares of the common stock of Jersey 
Central Power & Light Co. in March, 
1938, violated the Federal Power Act 
was attacked recently as “arbitrary, 
capricious and illegal,” by the two 
companies in appeals filed with the 
U. S. Cireuit Court of Appeals in 
Philadelphia. 


Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1939 1938 


*Central Illinois i $1,209,560 
*Columbia Gas & E! 

and subs. 12 10,822,566 
*Consolidated Edison 770,846 36,459, 903 
*Delaware Pwr. 048 1,283,095 
*Illinois lowa Power 2, ‘064,037 
shila ve Bo +++ 2,400,866 1'920,052 

e rp. 

and subs.{ 2,219,009 

*National Pwr. & Lt. 
and ube. 7 8,608,437 

7 Jersey 1,184,379 

ot yew 3 States ‘fon. (Wis. ) 

and 1,439,986 856,366 
“Public. ol “of Oklahoma 1,819,506 270,299 
*Southern Calif. Edison.. . 12,897.96 11,165,254 
*Twelve months ended September a 
ee months ended September 30. 

Exclusive of Central Ill. Pub. Serv. Co, and Lake 

Superior Dist. Pwr. Co. 
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Demand Meter 


Combining a two-circuit totalizing relay 
and a recording demand meter, the new in- 
strument may be employed for single-cir- 
cuit demand metering or for totalizing the 
demands of two circuits. In combination 
with totalizers or totalizing relays it may 
also be used to record the totalized demand 





"Type BR-I"' contact-operated, strip chart 
recording demand meter, chart 6 in. wide. 
General Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 


of any number of circuits. Instead of the 
conventional plunger, coil and ratchet ar- 
rangement the meter is actuated by Tele- 
chron motors controlled by three-wire con- 
tacts. 


Reflector 


“Angle Standlite;" a new reflector for illumi- 

nating bridges, lot corners, driveways, etc.; 

mounted from 10 to 12 ft. high. Goodrich 

Electric Co., Chicago, Ill. 

The reflector designed to regulate the dis- 
tribution of light projects this light by 
means of an adjustable inner reflector and 
a semi-circular louvre attachment. It is 
claimed that it produces uniform high 
intensity over the surrounding ground area, 
while the windows of adjacent buildings 
are protected from glare. 


Wound-Rotor Motors 


Pedestal-type wound-rotor induction motors in 
250- to 5,000-hp. sizes for metal rolling mills, 
hoists and similar applications. Westinghouse 
-Electric & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, Pé. 

The company claims that these motors 
are built to withstand conditions where 
gh starting torque, frequent starts and 
stops, reversing service and abnormally 
igh peaks are common requirements. To 
withstand electrical strains the rotor coils 
are insulated for double voltage. Partially 
closed slots and form-wound coils are 
built in. Rotor coils are made of two 
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straps side by side. It is claimed this con- 
struction gives a high power factor with- 
out a small mechanical air gap. 


Braking Control 


Dynamic braking control for a.c. crane hoists. 
Electric Controller & Mfg. Co., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

The mechanical load brake on the crane 
is eliminated by this new control which 
can be used with any standard a.c. wound- 
rotor hoist. No conversion units are re- 
quired and no additional collector bars are 
needed. The company claims that the con- 
trol permits very short. accurate inching 
movements of any load within the crane’s 
capacity. Hypersynchronous speeds are ob- 
tained on the last two points of the master 
switch and allow the motor to run at 
speeds above synchronous speed—as much 
as 50 per cent above synchronous speed 


of the motor. 
x 


Disconnect Switch 


A new switch is designed for mounting 
on double crossarms and provides a rigid 
stack with a fuse holder for drop-off to 
transformers or other equipment. The con- 





Type ''U"' disconnect switch for small suub- 
station installations. K. P. F. Electric Co., 
San Francisco, Calif. 


ductor is brought directly to the switch 
insulator, which serves as a deadend for 


the line. 
a 


Duplex Receptacle 


20-amp. duplex two-wire polarized receptacle 

"No. 7858,"" for 250-volt service. The Arrow- 

Hart & Hegeman Electric Co., Hartford, 

Conn. 

Now available for heavy-duty appliances, 
motor and heating loads, requiring polar- 
ized circuits, this unit may also be used in 
garages, stores, etc. 





For names, addresses and products of 
electrical manufacturers, see “Electrical 
World” Electrical Buyers Reference first. 
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Polaroid Desk Lamp 


This is the newest form of this lighting 


unit using the light-control material to 
block out light reflected from working 





Polaroid desk lamp. Polaroid Corp., Boston, 
Mass. 


surfaces. The company states that as a 
result visibility is increased as much as 
three times, and that while the lamp pro- 
duces greater illumination over the work- 
ing area than most conventional 100-watt 
units the intensity is not apparent. 


Unit Motor 


Unit motor silver contact flasher; 110 volts, 
50 or 60 cycles, a.c. Reynolds Electric Co., 
Chicago, Ill. 

For use in sign work as well as for 
various industrial applications, these flash- 
ers consist of either an induction motor 
with built-in gearing or shaded pole disk 
type motor with gearing driving a cam 
mechanism which actuates silver contacts 
carrying the load circuits. 


Fibre-Glass Resistors 


Fibre-glass cores and braided coverings 
of the same material make it possible to 
raise the ratings of flexible resistors. It 
is claimed that due to the high melting 
point of glass, these units may be operated 
at temperatures up to 1,000 deg. F., or 
glowing red without charring, burning or 
deterioration. These resistors may be used 
for voltage-dropping units, attenuators, 
voltage dividers and other functions calling 
for a fixed resistance capable of handling 
considerable wattage. 





"Glasohms”™ 
1/16-in. diameter core rated at | watt per 
“body inch; and '4-in. diameter core, 2 watts; 
resistances from '% ohm or less per body 


fibre-glass flexible resistors; 


inch to 700 and 750 ohms per body inch. 


Units may be had up to 500 ft. Clarostat 
Mfg. Co., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Officials Cannot invest 
City-Owned Plant Funds 


Municipal officials cannot lawfully 
invest money from the depreciation re- 
serve fund of municipally owned utili- 
ties in securities, bonds, loans or other 
investments, but must keep the money 
in a public depository, Judge John W. 
Macy in Circuit Court at Winchester, 
Ind., has ruled. The decision was 
handed down in a declaratory judg- 
ment sought by R. G. Leeds of Rich- 
mond, Ind., in an action against the 
City Council and city treasurer there 
and went to Winchester on a change 
of venue. The decision will apply to all 
publicly owned utilities in Indiana. 

The question arose a year ago when 
Council authorized the sale of gov- 
ernment bonds and the purchase of 
$217,000 of civil city bonds for con- 
struction of a gymnasium-auditorium 
for the new city high school, which 
the city could not finance because of 
having reached the constitutional limit 
of its indebtedness. It was planned to 
use part of the utility’s depreciation re- 
serve. 


E.E.I. Completes Survey 
on Air Conditioning 

Edison Electric Institute has recently 
issued a report of a statistical survey 
of air-conditioning installations in the 
United States. The survey covers 141 
electric utility companies of the United 
States, including virtually all of the 
larger cities. It includes 40,378 instal- 
lations totaling 770,525 hp. 

The report is believed to be the first 
of its kind to be broken down into an- 
alyses of individual companies by de- 
tailed business classifications, accord- 
ing to C. E. Greenwood, commercial 
director of the institute, under whose 
direction the survey was compiled. 
Data include reports on installations 
prior to 1938, installations during 1938 
and installations for the first three 
months of 1939. 


McCarter Writes Book 


Chairman Thomas N. McCarter of 
Public Service Corp. of New Jersey 
has completed his second book—“Sup- 
plemental Volume of One Phase of a 
Jerseyman’s Activities.’ The new 
book, of 563 pages, is a supplement to 
the one he wrote in 1933. The two 
books form a collection of addresses 
Mr. McCarter delivered and papers 
he wrote during the 36 years of his 
presidency of the utility. The new book 
is being printed for private distribu- 
tion at the Country Life Press. 
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Sales Opportunities 


WaterRLoo, lowa—Waterloo, Cedar Falls 
& Northern Railroad, Waterloo, plans group 
of new indoor power substations for feeder 
service for electric railway lines on Rain- 
bow Avenue, Lafayette and Utica Streets, 
Fairview Avenue, and in Blowers district, 
all in Waterloo; at Laport City, Iowa, and 
on site between Waverly and Denver, Iowa. 
Also will make improvements and exten- 
sions in present power substations at 
Waverly, Farmer, Urbana and Robins, 
Iowa, with installation of additional equip- 
ment. Extensions will be made in 300-volt 
power line in Waterloo district. Entire 
project will cost over $225,000, including 
station apparatus. T. E. Rust is chief 
engineer. David B. Toenjes, Black Hawk 
Building, Waterloo, is architect. 


CoLemAN, Tex.—City Council has plans 
maturing for extensions and improvements 
in municipal power plant, with installa- 
tion of additional equipment. Cost esti- 
mated about $85,000. Bond issue is being 
arranged for $50,000, remainder of fund to 
be secured through other financing. Ter- 
rell Bartlett Engineers, Inc., Smith-Young 
Tower Building, San Antonio, Tex., is con- 
sulting engineer. 


LoutsviLLE, Ky.—United States Engi- 
neer Office, Louisville, receives bids until 
December 6 for complete electric-operated 
pumping station for Rogers Ditch pumping 
plant, Gill Township Levee Unit, Sullivan 
County, Ind., including pumping units, mo- 
tors and controls, transformers and auxil- 
iary equipment, as per plans and specifica- 
tions on file. 


Baton Rouce, La.—Ethyl Gasoline Corp., 
405 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y., 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and accessories, conveyors 
and other equipment in new additions to 
branch plant at Baton Rouge, for process- 
ing raw materials and other production 
service for anti-knock gasoline manufac- 
ture. Completion is scheduled in about 12 
months. Cost estimated close to $4,000,000. 
Construction work and certain plant op- 
erations will be carried out under direc- 
tion of E. I. duPont deNemours & Com- 
pany» Inc., duPont Building, Wilmington, 

el. 


Lincotn, Nes.—Iowa-Nebraska Light & 
Power Co., Lincoln, plans extensions in 
primary and secondary lines for rural elec- 
tric system. Work will be placed under 
way soon. Permission has been granted. 
Company also has concluded arrangements 
with Central Nebraska Public Power & 
Irrigation District. Hastings, Neb., for pur- 
chase of wholesale power. and will con- 
struct lines and switching station facili- 
ties for such purpose. 


Locansport, Inp.—Board of Public 
Works, City Hall, has plans nearing com- 
pletion and will take bids soon for exten- 
sions and improvements in municipal 
power plant, including installation of ad- 
ditional equipment. Charles Ammerman, 
Century Building, Indianapolis, Ind., is 
consulting engineer. 


Cuicaco, Irt.—Acme Steel Co., 2840 
South Archer Street, plans installation of 
heavy-duty motors and controls, regulators, 
conveyors, electric hoists and other equip- 
ment in new addition to mill at 134th and 
Clark Streets, Riverdale. Work is sched- 
uled to begin at once. Cost estimated over 
$1,000,000. 


ALAMEDA, Catir.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
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D, C., receives bids (no closing date 
stated) for power substation at naval air 
station, Alameda, including transformers, 
switchgear and accessory equipment 
(Specifications 9437). 


Suetsy, N. C.—City Council plans ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
electrical distribution system. Bids are 
scheduled to be asked at early date. 


Brunswick, Ga.—Brunswick Pulp & 
Paper Co., plans installation of motors 
and controls, regulators, conveyors, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in connec- 
tion with expansion and improvements in 
sulphate pulp and fiber mill, including 
new production units for large increased 
capacity. Cost estimated close to $500,000. 
Work will begin soon and will be carried 
out over a period of months. 


Cotumsus, Nes.—Loup River Public 
Power & Irrigation District, Columbus, 
plans extensions in high-tension system in 
parts of Platte and Colfax Counties, total- 
ing about 26 miles. Application for permis- 
sion has been granted and work will 
proceed at early date. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
receives bids (no closing date stated) for 
a complete coal and ash-handling system, 
with motors, controls and accessory ap- 
paratus for installation in power plant at 
navy yard at Pearl Harbor, T. H. (Speci- 
fications 9466). 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Ford Motors Co., Dear- 
born, Mich., plans installation of motors 
and controls, regulators, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new addition 
to branch assembling plant at 12,600 
South Torrance Street, Chicago. Power 
plant will be enlarged and additional 
equipment installed for increased capac- 
ity, entire project will cost about $250,000. 


Mempuis, TeENN.—Memphis Light, Gas 
and Water Division, 179 Madison Avenue, 
N. W. Wade, secretary, receives bids until 
December 6 for power substations and 
equipment for municipal light and power 
system, including new station units on 
Third, Front and Poplar Streets, to be 
known as Substations C, D and E; and 
additions to Southgate Substation A, 
Northgate Substation B, and Willett Sub- 
station F; transformers, accessories and 
other equipment; and extensions in lines 
and circuits. Cost estimated close to $550,- 
000. Thomas H. Allen is vice-president and 
chief engineer. 


Owosso, Micu.—Consumers Power Co., 
Jackson, Mich., has authorized extensions 
and improvements in power substation at 
Owosso, with installation of additional 
equipment, and construction is being 
placed under way. Distribution bus system 
will be changed from 2500 to 5000-volt 
service. 


CumBerLanp, Mp.—Celanese Corp. of 
America, Inc., plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, regulators an 
other equipment in new addition to cellu- 
lose rayon mill at Amcelle, near Cumber- 
land. Cost over $150,000. 


Brooxtyn, Ilowa—City Council is having 
surveys and plans made by Stanley Engi- 
neering ig 
engineer, for\ proposed municipal electric — 
power plant, for which a bond issue waS ~ 
approved recently. It is expected to ask 3 
bids for station construction and equipment — 
early in 1940. 
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Co., Muscatine, Iowa, consulting — 


